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Undoubtedly the main attraction of coastal areas today lies in their opportunities for recreational use. (1)This is
a relatively minor factor in riverine situations, but on the coast it is the dominant reason for the rapid expansion of
settlement in the past decade. An important aspect of the recreational amenity is proximity to the sea. The most
favored sites overlooks a fine sandy beach, with easy access to warm, calm water. There is a large extent of such
seacoast in the eastern United States, and a thin ribbon of settlement tends to spread out along it. (2)A situation is
rapidly being reached, therefore, in which all seafront lots suitable for recreational use will be developed to some
degree, so that wherever a storm or an exceptionally high tide strikes, some damage will result.
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The summer of 1988 started like any other in Yellowstone National Park. The park, like much of the northern
Rockies, was in a regime of long-term drought that was interrupted by periods heavy precipitation. May was a wet month.
Natural fires that started in the park through much of June burned themselves out. Human-caused fires were quickly put
out, as policy dictated.

Until 1972, National Park Service policy had been to extinguish all fires within a national park as quickly as possible.
In that year the service adopted a ““let-it-burn”” policy for natural fires under the philosophy that such burns are
necessary to maintain vegetative diversity and thus a diverse animal life. The fire management plan for Yellowstone gave
park officials latitude to monitor and manage such fires, but they would be allowed to burn if they did not threaten life or
property. Still, by 1988 most of the park's forest was littered with 100 years' accumulation of forest deadfall.

The rainy May gave way to a summer of no precipitation, very low humidity, high winds, and high temperatures. By
midsummer much of the dead fall was actually drier than kiln-dried lumber. By July, one of the worst forest fire seasons
in western U.S. history was underway. Before it was over, some 70,000 fires would burn 1.5 million hectares (3.75
million acres) in the West. The cost of fighting those fires would exceed $500 million.

S. S. Birdsall  J.W.Florin : Regional Landscapes of the United States and Canada,
John Wiley & Sons, 1992.
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