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1997 Armidale (Australia) First Annual Conference of the Commission 75(22) 46

1998 Lisbon (Portugal) Second Annual Conference of the Commission 25(10) 20

1999 Vancouver (Canada) Third Annual Conference of the Commission 40017 37

2000 Pusan (Korea)

Forth Annual Conference of the Commission — —
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1997 Aligarh (India)
Strategies

Midrand
(South Africa)

Exeter (UK)

International Conference on Resource Management and Development

Seminar on Sustainable Rural Systems (co—sponsored by the
International Conference on Environment and Development in Africa)

Seminar on "Sustainable Rural Systems" (co—sponsered with the Rural

Geography Study Group at the Annual Conference of the Royal

Geographical Society with the Institute of British Geographers)

Rio de Janeiro
(Brasil)
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Seminar on "Desenvolvimento rural sustenavel”

'‘Sustaining rural environments' Joint Meeting between the IGU

Commission on the Sustainability of Rural Systems, the IGU Study
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Commission of the International Union of Anthropological and

Ethnographical Sciences
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2001 Rambouillet Fifth Annual Conference of the Commission 45(17)+20 33
(France)
2002 Johannesburg Sixth Annual Conference of the Commission 31(15) 25
(South Africa)
2003 Rio de Janeiro Seventh Annual Conference of the Commission — —
(Brazil)
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1977 Geo—dJournal, West Germany

1977 Separate Volume of Finnish Geographical Society

1979 G. Enyedi, I. Volgyes (eds) (1982) : The Effect of Modern Agriculture on Rural
Development, 1982, Pergamon Press.

1980 H. Ishida, R. D. Hill, R. Hough (eds) (1981) : Changing Agriculture and Rural
Development —The World and Japan—, Tokyo.

1982 Rural Systems (Banaras Hindu University), Vol. II, 1984, Vol. III, 1985

1983 R. Majoral, F. Lopes (eds) (1984) : Rural Life and the Exploitation of Natural
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Statement of Aims
for proposed
International Geographical Union Commission on Changing Rural Systems

The Commission on Changing Rural Systems will be a successor body to the
Commission on Rural Development (1976-1984). This is significant, as it will provide
both continuity of membership and of research orientation. On the other hand, the
new Cormission provides a new focus and embodies additional goals.

The overall objective of the Commission on Changing Rural Systems will be to
pursue the meaningful geographic definition and understanding of rural space, of the
rural systems operating within that space, and the requirements of those systems in
terms of rural planning and development. Widespread changes taking place in rural
areas in both developed and developing countries, and including stress on the rural
environment (physical and economic), underline the need for dynamic approaches to
and application of rural geography.

Specific areas of enquiry which have already received attention and will be
further investigated by the Commission, include:

1. the development of meaningful rural typologies,

2. the problems of rural landscapes affected by either the modernisation

of agriculture or by marginal conditions,

3. agrarian reform and rural restructuring,

4. rural employment and development alternatives, and

5. rural-urban interaction and relationships.

Two ongoing enquiries involve the search for criteria for rural development and the
ap
the Commission on Rural Development has begun formulation of rural development

cate pelicies for rural resource management. A special committee set up by

criteria and will continue to direct this enquiry within the new Commission.

Rurai systems are broad and complex, but they share a common resource base.
It is the intenticn of the Commission on Changing Rural Systems to use the common
resource base as a framework to develop a common base for enquiry and application.
To this end, the first Symposium of the new Commission, to be held in Canada in
July 1985, will have as its theme -- "Rural Resource Management: Problems and
Policies".

The Commission on Changing Rural Systems will pursue a vigorous programme
of internaticnal academic interaction. It will seek to maintain regular connections
witn organisations including the United Nations University, S.C.0.P.E., F.A.0., and
the Vienna Centre. It will hold regular Symposia (besides the one in Canada, a

second is already being planned for Portugal in 1986), and maintain the tradition of
regular publications. In addition to the proceedings of its symposia, the Commission
will seek to develop and publish a Series of Rural System Geographies, modelled on
the 'Geographies of World Agriculture' edited by Dr. Gyordi Enyedi.

At the heart of the need for and the successful operation of an I.G.U.
Commission is the interest and participation of a group of committed scholars. The
Commission on Changing Rural Systems grows out of direct interest in rural geographic
investigation expressed by a core network of over 100 geographers and further in-
volvement of over 500 in meetings during the last 8 years. The Commission Executive,
its Corresponding Members and general membership will be drawn from that worldwide
already committed group, while offering itself as a body seeking even broader inter-
national involvement in rural geography.

Michael Troughton Gyorgy Enyedi
Secretary, [.G.U. Commission on Chairman, [.G.U. Commission on
Rural Development. Rural Development.

Chairman, proposed [.G.U. Commiss on
on Changing Rural Systems.

February 1984
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INTERNATIONAL GEOGRAPHICAL UNION

Proposal for a Study Group on: THE SUSTAINABILITY OF RURAL
SYSTEMS

ABSTRACT

The study group would advance the work of the Commission on
Changing Rural Systems (1988-92) into a new and developing field of
enquiry. The major scientific objectives of the Study Group would
be: (1) to establish concepts and theories related to the
sustainability of rural systems defined by parameters such as the
rural envirdnment, land use, economy, society, settlement and
infrastructure, resource management and employment, or by those
parameters in combination in defined regions:; (2) to analyse
current trajectories in the parameters of rural systems as regards
their medium term sustainability: (3) to evaluate existing and
propose new management policies that maintain the sustainability of
rural systems: (4) to evaluate linkages between rural and other
systems (e.g. urban systems).

The proposed topics for the first four-year term are: (1)
conceptualising sustainable rural systems; (2) analysing the
sustainability of existing rural systems: (3) evaluating existing
management policies for sustainable rural systems; (4) modelling

rural systems for sustainability, and linkages between urban and

rural systems.



INTERNATIONAL GEOGRAPHICAL UNION

Proposal for a Study Group on: THE SUSTAINABILITY OF RURAL SYSTEMS

Rural geographers have been working together in an evolving
programme of research under the aegis of the IGU for over two
decades. From an early emphasis on Agricultural Typology (1964-
1976), other Commissions have dealt successively with Rural
Development (1976-1984) and Changing Rural Systems (1984-92). A
consistently high 1level of support for the work of these
Commissions has been developed as seen in the number of conferences
held, the number of Commission members, the number of papers

presented and the quality of the publications produced.

Year Place Publication
1985 Guelph (Canada) Demands on__rural land:

Westview Press, 1987

1986 Granada (Spain) Published in Rural
Systems journal (1987)

1987 varanasi (India) Published in Rural
Systems journal (1988)

1988 Auckland (New Zealand Theme issue of Journal of
Rural Studies (1989)

1989 Amsterdam (Netherlands) Limits to _ rural land
PUDOC, Wageningen, 1991

1990 Ljubljana (Yugoslavia) Theme use of Geographica
Iugoslavica Vol. 12, 1990

1991 Jerusalem (Israel) Two theme issues of

Geography Research Form
(Univ. of Neger Press)

1992 Manhattan (Kansas, USA) (to be decided)




In recent years the IGU has provided a focus for international
research on the significant changes (restructuring) taking place in
rural systems throughout the world. Rural Geographers from up to
49 different countries have been able to meet and develop their
conceptual and analytical work on a wide range of issues including
the restructuring of extensive rural land use (e.g. agriculture,
forestry, conservation), fural settlement, rural employment, rural
population, and rural resource management. The work of the
Commission on Changing Rural Systems is now complete and its
research on the restructuring of rural systems is well documented
in the publications listed above.

As this work has drawn to a close, another new and urgent
field of enqﬁiry has been revealed in the SUSTAINABILITY of rural
systems. The concept of 'sustainability' has been applied to the
other academic disciplines and branches of geography, but it is
particularly appropriate for rural systems since they account for
most of the earth's occupied land surface and they have a
significant impact on the physical environment (e.g. water quality,
soil eroéion, landscape quality, food supply, health, etc.). At
issue is the extent to which existing rural systems have the
capacity to be sustained in the medium to long term given the
stress placed on them by contemporary socio-economic trends. The
depletion of water resources, for example, threatens the
sustainabilty of irrigation-based agriculture in many countries;
the continued out-migration of the rural populati&n from some

regions threatens their socio-economic sustainabilty; the



mismanagement of rural resources (for example, cropland soils,
grazing land, and forest ecosystems) threatens the sustainabilty of
the physical environment as well as related economic systems.
There is an urgent and pressing need to define a concept of
sustainability applicable to rural systems in different countries
and investigate what needs to be done to ensure the development and

maintenance of sustainable rural systems in various world regions.

THE OBJECTIVES OF THE PROPOSED STUDY GROUP

The focus of the research would be on the following questions:

1. What concepts, theories and definitions are needed to
establish the research base for sustainable rural systems?
How must these features be varied so as to be relevant to the
variety of rural systems found throughout the world?

2. What are the causal processes threatening the sustainability
of different existing regional rural systems? How rapidly are
these processes operating? How robust are different rural
systems in the face of these processes?

3. What management policies are being developed to maintain the
sustainability of different regional rural systems? What
limits the development of such policies? How effective are
existing management policies?

4. How may rural systems be modelled to examine the possible
range 6f future sustainable rural systems? Whaf are the key

parameters in such models? What needs to be done to establish



those parameters in rural systems?

By researching these questions the Study Group intends to
create: a better understanding of the concept of 'sustainability!
as applied to the environment, economy and society in different
world regions; a more precise measure of the stability of existing
rural systems; insights ihto way in which more sustainable rural
systems may be established and managed in the future; an effective
forum for Rural Geographers to participate more fully in the
initiatives recently taken within international science on land use
and rural systems change (these include the Human Dimension of
Global Change Programme-HDGCP-and the International Geosphere-

Biosphere Prégramme-(IGBP).

WORK PLAN OF THE STUDY GROUP

It is proposed that the time span for the Study Group be four
years and that a second four-year term be applied for, under IGU
rules, as a Commission. A research focus would be established each
year by members of the group (see below), and an annual conference
would advance research work by plenary sessions, key-note papers
and working groups. The topics for the first four years would be:

1. Conceptualising sustainable rural systenms: definition,

structure, processes.
2. Analysing the sustainability of existing rural systems:
regional scope, methodology, data bases, parameters.

3. Evaluating existing management policies for sustainable rural



systems: objectives, policies, evaluation criteria.
4. Modelling rural systems for sustainability: concepts,

methods, techniques.

The theme of the 'sustainability' of rural systems has the
potential to attract researchers from both developed and developing
countries, and can be applied to all rural regions from the
marginal/peripheral to the wurban fringe (periurban). The
definition of a rural system can be restricted to one particular
systematic theme (e.g. agriculture or settlement or employment)
and/or one particular spatial scale (e.g. world region, national
region, local region). The theme also allows applied geographical
as well as theoretical research work to be developed, and it has
the potential to contribute to the wider international inter-
disciplinary debate at present evolving on the future
sustainability of various natural and socio-economic systems.

The Study Group would build upon and extend its existing
network of researchers (currently over 450 corresponding members),
link existing national specialty groups on rural geography,
continue to meet annually in conference and publish the proceedings
of its weork. The final meeting of the Group, at the end of its
first phase of work, would coincide with the publication of a book
summarizing the research work accomplished; this would provide the

basis for a proposal for a Commission for the following four years.

MEMBERS OF THE PROPOSED STUDY GROUP

The Study Group on THE SUSTAINABILITY OF RURAL SYSTEMS would



be managed by the following full members:
Chair: Dr. Ian Bowler (UK)

Professor Borut Belec (Slovenia)

Professor Leo van den Berg (Netherlands)

Professor Jean-Paul Charvét (France)

Professor Georg Kluczka (Federal Republic of German)
Professor Hiromichi Nagashima (Japan)

Professor Rebecca Roberts (USA)

Professor V. I. Singh (India)

Contact Address:

Dr. I. R. Bowler

Alternative Farming Systems Research Group
Department of Geography

University of Leicester

Leicester LE1 7RH

United Kingdom

(Telephone: (UK) 533-523837)

(Fax: (UK) 0533-522200)
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PROPOSAL FOR AN UPGRADE TO IGU COMMISSION STATUS (1996-2000)

Title: Commission on the Sustainability of Rural Systems (Commission sur la
Durabilite des Systemes Ruraux)

Background:

This application is made by the IGU Study Group on ‘The Sustainability of Rural Systems’
(1992-1996). The Study Group was approved by the Council of the IGU in August 1992
and it continued the work of the previous IGU Commission on ‘Changing Rural Systems’
(1984-1992) but with a new research focus. The four-year term of the Study Group will
conclude at the IGC in The Hague, but the Study Group considers it has identified a strong
need for the renewal of its mandate with IGU Commission status.

Main accomplishments of the Study Group (1992-1996):

The Study Group has established a new international forum open to all Rural Geographers
for the dissemination and discussion of research on the sustainability of rural systems. The
Study Group has acted as a stimulus to the development of a new research focus in Rural
Geography through its own annual conferences, its sponsorship of seminars within other
national conferences of geographers, and its research publications, including those of its
members.

To date the main contriibutions of the research of the Study Group have been the
demonstration of the inter-relatedness of the structures and precesses comprising rural
systems in maintaining sustainability; the need for systems change at a variety of linked
spatial scales - from international, through national, to regional and individual behaviours;
and the requirement for the discourse on the meaning of ‘sustainability’ to be related to
policy at different spatial scales and with a variation that is in harmony with regulatory
practices in different geographic contexts.

Objectives and research programme of the proposed Commission (1996-2000):

The overall objective of the proposed Commission would be the development and
application of an internationally comparable research programme on the sustainability of
rural systems in various regions of the world. To meet this objective, the proposed
Commission has drawn the concept of ‘rural system’ widely so as to include agriculture,
forestry and conservation, as well as recreation, transport, community, settlement, mineral
extraction and employment. In this way, the research work of all rural geographers can be
included, as well as researchers in developed and developing countries alike. The research
work of the proposed Commission would be advanced by focusing on six research
objectives:

e conceptualising sustainable rural systems

o evaluating the sustainability of existing rural systems

e specifying the goals for sustainable rural systems

e evaluating existing instruments and institutions for sustainable rural systems

e examining alternative institutions and policy instruments for sustainable rural systems
¢ linking sustainable rural with urban systems.



Within these objectives, and as a result of the Tsukuba Conference (see below), members of
the proposed Commission have agreed to establish a common set of research tasks in their
own countries:

to develop and apply a common, holistic, conceptual framework to their individual
sectoral research topics

to develop and direct individual research topics towards three types of ‘sustainability’
problem: environmental, economic, and social

to develop ideal-typical models of required types of sustainable rural system in three
geographical contexts: regions in decline, regions in development, regions in a state of
stasis

to develop and direct individual research topics towards an understanding of the
regulatory environment surrounding ‘sustainability’, so as to reveal the varied roles of:
cultural attitude, linkages between spatial scales, the formal and informal organisation of
society.

Justification of Commission status:

During its four-year programme of work, the Study Group has identified the following
specific needs:

a Commission to develop an international network of rural geographers whose research
focus addresses one of the major contemporary problems facing human society on earth,
namely the sustainability of socio-economic systems. The prospective members of the
proposed Commission consider they are responding to an urgent global research
need, as specified by the IGU Executive.

a Commission to develop a geographical perspective on rural areas for the IGU to
contribute to the developing world-wide, inter-disciplinary debate on sustainable
development. In this respect the prospective members of the proposed Commission
consider that their research would be able to contribute to the IGBP-HDP ‘Land
Use and Global Land Cover Change’ programme, and the broader global debate
on Agenda 21 (‘sustainable development’), as specified by the IGU Executive.

a Commission to act as a focus and forum for the exchange and development of
research methods and findings by an international community of rural geographers on

the sustainability of rural systems

a Commission inclusive of all rural geographers and the research work that they are
producing on the sustainability of rural systems



Proposed Organisation:
Chair (confirmed):
Vice-Chair (confirmed):

Full Members (confirmed):

Corresponding members:

Co-ordinating IGU Vice-President:

(The Chair of the Study Group has corresponded with the VP by e-mail throughout the

1992 to 1996 period)

The proposed Commission would have wide international representation, with further

Jan R. Bowler, UK
Christopher Bryant, Canada

Borut Belec, Slovenia

Jean-Paul Charvet, France
Christopher Cocklin, New Zealand
Paulus Huigen, Netherlands
Georg Kluczka, Germany

Noor Mohammad, India
Hiromichi Nagashima, Japan
Rebecca Roberts, USA

Zhi-Xiang She, P.R. China

214 members/ 33 countries

Professor W. Moran, New Zealand

scope for increasing membership in developing countries.

Past Meetings of the Study Group:

The Study Group has been verv active

n

- First Annual Conference and field excursion on ‘The Sustainability of Rural
Systems’; Montreal, Canada; August 14-20, 1993; 35 participants/20

countries; 26 papers.

- Second Annual Conference on ‘The Sustainability of Rural Systems’;
Prague, Czech Republic; 22-26 August 1994; 85 participants; 16 papers.

- Conference on ‘Environment, Sustainable Development and Human Health’;
Varanasi, India; 11-15 February 1995 (Co-sponsored with six other groups).

- Third Annual Conference and field excursion on ‘The Sustainability of
Rural Systems’; Tsukuba, Japan; 19-26 August 1995; 90 participants/13

countries; 59 papers.

- Seminar on ‘Sustainable rural systems’; Montreal, Canada; June 1st, 1995
(co-sponsored with the Canadian Association of Geographers Rural Study

Group).

- Seminar on ‘Policies for sustaining rural areas and systems’; Charlotte,
USA; August 31, 1996; 43 participants; 7 papers (co-sponsored with the
CARLU Speciality Group of the Association of American Geographers).

- Fourth Annual Conference and field excursion on ‘The Sustainability of
Rural Systems’; The Hague, Netherlands; 5-10 August 1996.

the four years of its existence, building its
membership to well over 200. The Study Group has held four annual conferences and three
seminars in association with the national conferences of rural geography research groups:



Meetings of the proposed Commission:

- Fifth Annual Conference and field excursion on ‘The Sustainability of Rural
Systems’; Armidale, Australia; July 1997 (confirmed)

- Sixth Annual Conference and field excursion on ‘The Sustainability of Rural
Systems’; Lisbon IGU, Portugal; August 1998 (local organiser being sought)

- Seventh Annual Conference and field excursion on ‘The Sustainability of
Rural Systems’; Oregon, USA; August 1999 (local organiser being sought)

- Eighth Annual Conference and field excursion on ‘The Sustainability of
Rural Systems’; Seoul IGC, Korea; August 2000 (local organiser being
sought).

- additional regional meetings would be sought and sponsored each year, especially in
carrying the work of the proposed Commission into Developing countries where IGU
members have limited funds for travel to international conferences. Offers of such
meetings have already been received from India and Thailand.

Publications by the Study Group:

There are numerous and increasing publications by individual members of the Study Group
on the theme of ‘The Sustainability of Rural Systems’. In addition it is the policy of the
Study Group, and the proposed Commission, to publish in book form the papers presented
at each of its annual conferences. To date the Study Group has published:

e Bryant, C.R. and Marois, P. (1995) Proceedings of the first meeting of the
IGU Study Group on ‘The Sustainability of Rural Systems’. University of
Montreal, Montreal.

e Saito, I ., Sasaki. H. and Tabavashi, A. (1996) Proceedings of the third
meeting of the IGU Study group on ‘The Sustainability of Rural Systems’.
University of Tsukuba, Japan.

o Bowler LR. (ed) (1996) Perspectives on the sustainability of rural systems.
(forthcoming).

Budget of the proposed Commission:
The $1000 per year payment from the IGU has proved sufficient for meeting the costs
of the Study Group. The budget has been expended on the costs of publishing
conference proceedings, postal costs for communications with the membership, and
contributions to the running costs of conferences and seminars. No variation in these
circumstancs are anticipated and it is hoped that the new financial arrangements made
by the IGU Executive will enable a similar sum to be applied for.

The proposed Commission would use its status to apply for national and international
funding of its conference and publication activies, in addition to seeking travel grants
for young researchers from Developning countries.

Collaboration with other Commissions and Study Groups of the IGU:

The proposed Commission would actively welcome collaboration with other IGU
Commissions and Study groups in its conferences and research programme. In this
way the proposed Commission responds positively to the IGU Executive’s
requirement for co-operation amongst clusters of its commissions and study
groups. There are clear areas of common interest with the following existing bodies:



¢ Development Issues in Marginal Regions Study Group. A joint meeting has already
been agreed for The Hague IGC and a number of corresponding members already
have membership of both groups

e Geography of Famine and Vulnerable Food Systems Commission

e Geography of Sustainable Tourism Study Group.

The Study Group also has existing contact for co-operative purposes with the
following body:

e JUAES Commission on the Anthropology of Food.

The members of the proposed Commission look forward to developing joint initiatives,
joint research programmes and joint conferences with these other groups.

Dr. I.R. Bowler

University of Leicester, UK
Chair of IGU Study Group on ‘The Sustainability of Rural Systems’.
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The Objectives of the Commission /
Les objectifs de la Commission

The overall objective of the Commission is the development and application of an internationally
comparable research program on the sustainability of rural systems in various regions of the world.

The Commission's specific objectives are to:

o further develop the concept of sustainability as applied to 'rural systems'

¢ communicate the concept of 'rural system' to include agriculture, communities, housing,
industrial and service employment, recreation and tourism, as well as extractive activities

e communicate the importance of understanding a wide range of 'driving' processes that affect
the sustainability of rural systems, including natural environment, political, social and
€conomic processes

o foster research that incorporates the notion of the inter-relatedness of structures and processes
in rural systems, through a variety of linked spatial scales - international, national, regional
and individual.

e communicate the results of the research by members of the Commission to various
professional and political arenas in order to influence policy in an effective and appropriate
manner.

These objectives have been, and will be, pursued over the period 1996 to 2004 through a set of
research 'tasks' that were defined at The Hague, and modified during subsequent meetings.
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